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Diary Dates 2023 

TERM 1 

30 Jan Curriculum Day -                 

  Student  free 

6 Feb Curriculum Day -   

  Student free 

22 Feb District Swimming     

  Championships 

13 Mar   Labour day -  

  PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

21 Mar  Harmony Day  

6 Apr  Easter Parade 

6 Apr  Last Day of Term -  

  Students finish at  

  1:30pm  

TERM 2 

24 Apr - 23 Jun 

25 Apr  Anzac Day -  

  PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

8 May   Mother’s Day Stall  

14 May  Mothers Day 

18 May  School Photos 

22-26 May  Lamonts Book Fair 

25 May  National Simultaneous 

  Storytime 

2 Jun   Report Writing Day - 

  Student free 

12 June  Kings Birthday -               

  PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

23 Jun  Last Day of Term -  

  Students finish at 1:30pm 

In the spirit of reconciliation PHPS acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of country throughout Australia and their 
connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respect to their elders past and present and extend that respect to 

TERM 3 

10 Jul - 15 Sep 

SEALS Program Commences 

3 Jul   NAIDOC Week 

19-26 Aug  CBCA Book Week  

28 Aug  Fathers Day Stall 

30/31 Aug School Concert  

3 Sept  Fathers Day 

15 Sept  Last Day of Term -  

  Students finish at 1:30pm 

   

TERM 4 

2 Oct - 20 Dec 

29 Oct  Grandparents Day 

3 Nov   Report Writing Day - 

  Student Free 

7 Nov   Melbourne Cup  

  PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

5 Dec   International Volunteer Day 

  Morning Tea 

19 Dec  Curriculum Day - 

  Student free 

20 Dec Last Day of Term -  

  Students finish at 1:30pm 

https://www.alia.org.au/nss
https://www.alia.org.au/nss
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Principal’s Post 

Welcome 

I trust you all had a good holiday. Everyone appears to have settled well and engaged in their 
learning. Our School has grown this year due to a number of new enrolments. I would like to take 
the opportunity to welcome all of our new families to Pakenham Hills. 

I am pleased to introduce 3 new Classroom Teachers to our team. Penny Eager (0E,) Xavier 
Maota (12X) and Sasha Conte (34C). I am also pleased to inform you that Clint Sezney has     
returned and will be our PE specialist teacher. A new classroom is being created for grade 4/5 
students. Jonathon Joseph has been appointed and will be joining us next week, (more info to 
follow on XUNO). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year our continued focus on Eudamonia and student wellbeing remains a priority. We     
continue to use the positive behaviour matrix, developed as a school-wide template for consistent 
student expectations. During the first weeks two weeks of term, our 2 curriculum days enabled all 
staff to attend further training around managing challenging behaviours. 

To support our positive behaviour approach, parents are encouraged to download the “Class    
Dojo” app for further updates. 

Last year, PHPS students demonstrated growth and improvements in Literacy and Numeracy 
NAPLAN results. A range of strategies and resources have been developed to sustain these    
improvements in  students learning outcomes. (See pg 9-11) 

Please ensure you have access to XUNO School Management app. This is an essential tool for 
teachers and parents communication for all notifications and the events calendar.  

You are able to contact your child’s teacher directly via the app as well as         
recording absences, providing payment and approval for events. If you need any 
help with getting XUNO set up, please do not hesitate to contact the office. 

Kind Regards 

Dale Hendrick 

Principal 

Xuno Notifications Sent 
IMPORTANT INFO REGARDING XUNO 
Xuno is our main method of communication 
with families of students. 
Parents must have access to this portal in case 
of an emergency. 
Please download the app on your phone 
(download via Google Play or Apple store). 
If you need help setting up, do not hesitate to 
get in touch with the Office for assistance, we 
will be only too happy to help: 03 59414436 
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Parent Information 

Annual Privacy Reminder for our School Community 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard 

school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to read our school’s collection notice, found on our website: 

www.pakenhamhills.ps.vic.edu.au/school-policies/ 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365/Google Workspace 

for Education safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If 

after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Microsoft 

365/Google Workspace for Education, please contact the school. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for Parents and Carers 

(on the School website). 

 

This information is also available in ten community           

languages: 

Amharic  Somali 

Arabic   Sudanese 

Dari   Turkish 

Gujarati  Urdu    

Mandarin  Vietnamese 

Dojo Points and Pakky Shak 

Class Dojo is the app we use school wide to connect teachers with students 

and parents/carers to build amazing classroom communities. 

Create a positive culture 

Teachers can encourage students for any skill or value—whether its working hard, being kind, helping   

others or demonstrating the School Values, “Be Safe, be Respectful, be a Learner.” The students are   

rewarded with “Dojo points.” 

Dojo points can be spent in Pakky Shak on super         

rewards, more info to follow next issue. 

Share moments with parents/carers 

We hope to engage with parents/carers by sharing photos 

and videos (permissions approved) of wonderful       

classroom moments. 

Families will need to download the ClassDojo app from 

their App store. If you need help, please do not hesitate to 

contact your child’s classroom teacher. 

(Classroom teachers may be contacted directly via our 

Xuno app). 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/30/details
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26/details
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26/details
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
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Parent Information 
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Parent Information 

Volunteering at PHPS - Parent helpers 

Volunteering at a school is a great opportunity to make new friends and 
connections and a wonderful way to make a difference to our School Com-
munity. 

We provide you with any training needed and arrange a brief OHS induc-
tion in line with PHPS Volunteer Policies and Procedures. We ask that you 
have a current Working With Children Check. 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ 

We are looking for helpers for the Mother’s Day stall in May.  

We have had an amazing response from  our families who have helped with book covering. There has 
been enough interest in this for it to be made a regular event on a Friday morning. (More info to follow 
shortly via XUNO).  

Thank you all so much for your generous support.  

Working Bees 

Working Bees rely on the generous support of our 
Parents and Community members.  The Working 
Bees are purely voluntary providing a great             
opportunity to foster friendships and a strong sense of 
our School Community. 

We would like to host a Working Bee to begin          
refurbishing the “Veggie Garden.” We have plans to     
transform the space into a Sensory Garden and    
outdoor learning space. There is a team of committed Teachers and Aides ready to get started. 

Don’t worry if you have never been to a Working Bee we will show you how! Come and get your hands 
dirty while doing an act of kindness for our school. 

We are particularly keen to hear from you if you if you have ground working equipment and relevant       
licence.  

Please get in touch, via the link below or contact the Office for further information. 

To register your interest and availability: 
https://pakenhamhillsps.vic.edu.au/volunteers/ 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
https://pakenhamhillsps.vic.edu.au/volunteers/
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Student of The Week 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4  

 Lily A Arynsh S  
00A 

 Madison C   
00E 

 Kiah W Madelyn Kelly Raphael L 
00K 

 Ollie K  Phailin P & Junior H 
01OH 

Finn B. Heather H, 
Mila H 

Archer G, Stanley H  Sophie T & Karan S 
12M 

    
12J 

 Frankie M-E, Jakob 
C 

 Aliyah I 
12K 

Heidi, Lyric, Aiyana-
Rose 

Maggie, Jayden Afsa H Mikaella C 
12X 

 Zahra W Daniella V Bryce L 
12R 

Alex C Franklin S, Dhiya S Aryan J  
34C 

 Reef C Amber L  
34L 

 Chelsea R, Lachlan E Joseph L & Tyler R  
34M 

 Bonnie S Jaimann T  
34W 

    
45B 

 Natasha E, Pepper 
G, Bonnie L, Krish S 

Senuka S  
56D 

Will H, Jaylee D Ellie I   
56L 

Ella A Shaylah E  Brody S 
56J 

Per-
formi

    

Visual 
Art 

 Aiva I, 34M Bonnie S, 34W  

PE 
    

Auslan 
 Jaylee D, 56L Ella S 34L  



pakenham.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au  03 5941 4436 

8 

Life is for Learning 

Curriculum Focus:  

MATHEMATICS & NUMERACY 

 

Last year, the teachers at PHPS created a Vision Statement for           
Mathematics at PHPS. 

The following is a summary of this statement which may be of interest to 
you. 

 

When students learn mathematics at PHPS, they… 

… think actively about mathematical problems and solutions 

… feel comfortable making mistakes as part of the learning process 

… keep trying even when the task is difficult 

… offer their solutions and strategies to others and explain and justify their response 

… listen to and learn from each other and work collaboratively to develop deeper understandings 

… set learning goals for themselves based on reflection and formative feedback 

… practise mathematical skills and strategies to build fluency and consolidate their learning 

… have fun! 

 

We hope that in 2023 your children will enjoy learning Mathematics at school and display some 
of these skills and behaviours at home as well! 

 

 It is particularly important that you should 
praise struggle and effort; tell them “I’m im-
pressed with that hard work”  rather than “You 
are so smart”.  

 This will encourage the mindset that they can 
achieve good results when they work hard at 
something, even if it is difficult at first. 

 

 

Sue Slattery 

Maths Learning Specialist 
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Life is for Learning 

Curriculum Focus:  

LITERACY 
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Life is for Learning 

Curriculum Focus:  

LITERACY 
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Community News 
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Community News 
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Community News 

Fridays:  

4:00pm – 4:30pm (4-6 yrs)  

4:30pm – 5:15pm (7-12 yrs) 

0467 049 139 
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Community News 
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Community News 


